Siegfried Idyll                                                                                     Richard Wagner
(1813–1883)
Wagner completed the sketches for the third act of his music drama Siegfried at Triebschen near Lucerne in August 1869.  In the same year Cosima, Franz Liszt’s daughter, presented him with a son.  ‘He must be called Siegfried’ wrote the happy father in a poem of homage to the young mother: ‘I have given thanks for him and you in music’ – in fact in a composition for small orchestra, a sensitive and idyllic piece based on theme from the ‘Ring’ tetralogy, in particular the third act of Siegfried, which includes the great love duet.  On his wife’s birthday, Christmas day 1870, he presented the Siegfried Idyll as a morning tribute, directing the musicians who gave the first performance outside Cosima’s bedroom in the Triebschen villa.  The circumstances surrounding its composition give to the piece its intimacy and sense of restrained passion; furthermore, as Paul Bekker has remarked, ‘it leads the 3rd act of Siegfried back to its pure essence, the awakening of perfect melody.’
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